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'I'he Ci11:Lforn.ia. n.c(jion"al Hi:.rt:eJ.:" QuaJ..:Lty Control noa.rd , San F.r':lnci:3co Bay ReqLon ,
(he:cein;::d:"'cc}:' called the Board) finds t-ha t.r

1" Pacific Gas and Eleci.::cic Company (I Potrero Power Plant, b.ereiuafter
called tllf:. dischaJ:ger v s ubnri t.ted a report of waste discha:cge (Depa:cL­
m(:nt of the Array g Corps of En9inecJ:s Permit Applicat:ion No" 7~)·-OYS­

2~00307n) dat.od .rune 2B, 1971,. 'I'h.e dischaJ.:"\jG is p:ccsently govern.ec1
by Onler '"0 0 76-610

2.. Discharge 003 cont.a.i.ns boiler b Lowdown f rom unit. 3
and Low volume wastcs , Heta.l cleaning wast.ea assoo.iat.ed wi.t.h unit 3
are neutJ::i;ll.ized and dischar~Jed to the ci.t.:y~ s sewer s yst.eui, Boiler
blo\'ldo\'lH and 10\'/ volume Vlc.U3tO are disch.arged with ·the cooling wat.er
discha.rge 002 ..

3", The Environmenta.l Protec·tion Agency t r; (EPA) 'IE.fflu.eni: quidelines and
Standards fo.r 'the Steam Ef.ec t.r-i.c PO\'l(:':C gen(-}):'C':d::Lng Point, source
Catego.ryH 40CFI{ 423 ..32 (a) v authorizes fhe Sti:t·te to establish e f fLuerit;
lilaitatlollH in tile l'Jl?Dl:~,(3 permit either more or Les s stri.nqerrt; than
t1H::: limibl't:i.ons ee t.abL'i shed by t.he Environment.a1 Protection A9cncy t

.if the Sta.te finds that factors x.."ela·U.n,g to the equipment or facili·ties
involved in 'the process or ot.ner. such :factOJ::B (':U::'O found to be
fundament:ally d.i.. fferent than t:hOS8 fact.ors cons i.dez'ed in. the develop­
r(l(~nt of t.lwquidelines and sta.ndard:::;., The est.aoLi.ehment; of these
al·te:cnative Li.m.itat-ions ):equ.ire~·3 the appxovaL of t:he: Administra.tor
of the Env:lx-omYien·ta.l P.rotec·tion Agency"

4., On l\Jover!lber 28$ 197'7(1 t:he dif3clku"ge:r submitted ;1 r-equcst; fen:' va.rlancc
from IDP)\ eEf'Luorrt; l.i.mi·Ldt:Loru.':i .in »ot.rc.ro POVl(~J:' l-Larrt. un.it, :3 boiler
bLowdown based on. f undament.aL different: fac't:.or:-:;., (Pa:r:'i::. of Dif;charge­
(03)" '.1:he xequest; was supplemeni:ed by t.est.Lrsony and evidence sub-
mit,ted (:1.))('1 pres cnced by the di~)char9"e,r at; i:l Hegional BOi3..xd puo Li,o

mc~etin9 on Auqust 15 i 197H"

~)'" fSdi3ed on the evidence received, the J{(,::gional uoard finds that t.he
boiler blo\'ldO\vn frorc unit 3 at the Potrero Pm\lcr Plant is fundamentaLly
different from that considered .in. the development of the ef'f'Luent;
qu.i.de Li.ness and s t andar-ds , The unit 3 bolLer b Lowdown at this pla.nt
is d.i scha.rqcd at. h:i.qh ternpe.r:ature and pz-es s uxe di}:ectly to the
circnla.ting wat:er system", 'l'he,se facilities are different in t.hat.
the EPA es ))cvelopmen·t nocument; for this po i.nc source cat.e-jory di.d
not consider either tho trea1:xnent of high tGmperature:: and p.l.:"Gssure
boiler b Lowdown was t.e by a f Lash tank system fOJ:' convers i.on to a
l'f'lanageable Li.qu.i.d V1iE3tO or the related COE:.;t for construction and
opezat.Lon 6




